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K N O W L E D G E - R I C H  C U R R I C U L U M

The St. Andrew’s curriculum is designed
with knowledge at its heart, to ensure that
children develop a strong vocabulary base
and an extensive understanding of the
world. Our curriculum promotes long-term
learning and we believe that progress
means knowing more and remembering
more. We have developed a curriculum built
to ensure that pupils secure a solid base to
build on as they move through school, into
Key Stage 3 and beyond.  We place
particular emphasis on children knowing
information off by heart and building rich
webs of knowledge. Parents can support
this work through quizzing children on the
knowledge organisers available on the
school website.       

Put simply, retrieval practice is a
technique we use in school which
enables children to remember and
recall what they have learnt. It
strengthens knowledge retention and
encourages learners to engage with
and use new skills and knowledge. We
use retrieval regularly in all lessons and
all subjects, with the aim being that
regular retrieval of knowledge will
move learning into the long-term
memory of our pupils. Throughout our
teaching, we plan and provide
opportunities for our children  to
retrieve and recall critical knowledge
easily and automatically.

R E T R I E V A L  P R A C T I C E

M E M O R Y
When teaching, the information we share
with our class passes initially into the
working memory where it is processed. The
working memory is small and fixed and can
only think about a limited number of things
at any one time. Once the working memory
reaches its limit, overload often occurs.
We want to make sure that the information
in the working memory makes it into the
long-term memory. The long-term memory is
vast and can store a huge amount of
information. Once something has made its
way into the long-term memory it tends to
remain stored. Our challenge as teachers
therefore is to ensure children’s memories
of critical learning remain accessible and
durable and the way we do this is by
requiring children to revisit them regularly.

Retrieval practice is common feature in all
teaching from Nursery to Year 6. Most often
we use regular, quick and low-stake quizzes,
that ask the pupils to verbally recall
information. Sometimes we will ask them to
write about a topic they have learnt, which
shows us what they can remember. Teachers
might also use iPads to set up online whole-
class knowledge retrieval quizzes, which   
pupils enjoy. At the end of every unit of work
from Y1 onwards, children complete a post
learning quiz so that teachers can see what
they have remembered. Throughout the year
teachers put ‘show what you know’ stickers in
children’s books, which give the children
questions to answer based on a unit of learning
they have just completed, or on a unit of
learning from a previous term or even year
group. All of these strategies help our pupils to
store knowledge in their long-term memory.
              

H O W  D O  W E  D O  I T ?



E X A M P L E S  O F  O U R  R E T R I E V A L  P R A C T I C E

h t t p s : / / w w w . s t - a n d r e w s - w o r s l e y . s a l f o r d . s c h . u k / c u r r i c u l u m -
i n f o r m a t i o n /
P l e a s e  l o o k  a t  t h e  k n o w l e d g e  o r g a n i s e r s  o n l i n e  a n d  u s e  t h e m
a s  a n  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  d i s c u s s  t h e  f a c t s  a b o u t  t h e  t o p i c  a n d
h o w  m u c h  t h e y  h a v e  l e a r n e d .  S h a r e  t h e m  t o g e t h e r ,  q u i z
t h e m  a b o u t  w h a t  t h e y  k n o w  a n d  l e a r n  f a c t s  a n d  v o c a b u l a r y
t o g e t h e r .  

M r s  C l a y
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