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Year 6 Books

\ Abela The Girl Who Saw Lions
Berlie Doherty

Be strong, my Abela. These are the last words
of Abela's mother in their HIV/Aids stricken
African village, where it seems that to live or to
die, to be sick or to be healthy, is just a matter
of chance. It takes all Abela's strength to
survive her Uncle Thomas's scheming to get to
Europe, but what will be her fate as an illegal

immigrant? | don't want a sister or brother,
thinks Rosa in England, when her mother tells
her that she wants to adopt a child. Could these

_ two girls ever become sisters? Is there room in
BERLIE DOBIERTY Rosasfamily for an African orphan haunted by
: : lions? Is there room in their hearts? Abela is a
powerful and moving story influenced by a visit
to Africa, from the Carnegie Medal-winning
author Berlie Doherty writing at her very best.

Across the Barricades A Kevin and Sadie Story
Joan Lingard

: g Kevin and Sadie just want to be together, but
ACROSS it's not that simple. Things are bad in Belfast.

[ L LN A R B LN Soldiers walk the streets and the city is divided.

No Catholic boy and Protestant girl can go out

together - not without dangerous

consequences...This is the second of Joan

Lingard's ground-breaking Kevin and Sadie

k l[ = books.

JOAN LIN'G ARD




Carrie's War
Nina Bawden, Julia Eccleshare

Albert, Carrie and young Nick are war-time
evacuees whose lives get so tangled up with the
people they've come to live among that the war
and their real families seem to belong to
another world. Carrie and Nick are billeted in
Wales with old Mr Evans, who is so mean and
cold, and his timid mouse of a sister, Lou, who
suddenly starts having secrets. Their friend
Albert is luckier, living in Druid's Bottom with
warm-hearted Hepzibah Green and the strange
- Mister Johnny, who can talk to animals but not
to human beings. Carrie and Nick visit him
there whenever they can for Hepzibah makes
life exciting and enticing with her stories and
delicious cooking. Gradually they begin to feel
more at ease in their war-time home, but then,
in trying to heal the rift between Mr Evans and
his estranged sister, and save Druid's Bottom,
Carrie does a terrible thing which is to haunt
her for years to come. Carrie revisits Wales as
an adult and tells the story to her own children.

Catcall
Linda Newbery

It's a time of change for everyone is Josh's
family - a relatively new stepdad and a brand
new baby sister. For Josh's younger brother
Jamie, the family upheaval has deeply
disturbing consequences: he refuses to speak,
and after a vivid, frightening dream develops an
obsession with wild cats. With his parents so
preoccupied, it's up to Josh, who's always been
the quiet one, to keep the family together - to be
the peacemaker, the healer - and to unravel and
find a cure for his brother's strange behaviour.
In helping Jamie to recover his voice, Josh
discovers an unexpectedly resonant one of his
own. CATCALL is a tense, gripping and
atmospheric novel, full of powerful ideas, and
blending deep psychological tension with fast-
paced action - highly-acclaimed author Linda
Newbery at her most compelling and insightful.




=~ Tom Becker

Your home's been attacked. Your dad's in an
asylum. You're running for your life. And
there's nowhere to hide. You've stumbled on the
city's greatest secret: Darkside. Incredibly
dangerous and unimaginably exciting. Darkside
is ruled by Jack the Ripper's children - a place
where nightmares walk the streets. You think

& you're in trouble now, but your problems have
just begun...

aie’ & . Gideon the Cutpurse
D A Linda Buckley-Archer

LEY-ARCHER
ff } & An encounter with an anti-gravity machine

N catapults Peter Schock and Kate Dyer back to
ey G S5 g the 18th century and sets in motion a calamitous
chain of events. While a massive police hunt
gets underway to find the missing children in
the 21st century - in 1763 a hardened criminal,
the Tar Man, steals the anti-gravity machine and
disappears into the London underworld.
Stranded in another time and forced to chase the
Tar Man to his lair, Peter and Kate find a friend
and guide in reformed cutpurse, Gideon
Seymour. Gideon does every thing he can to
help them, but will his dark past catch up with
him before the machine is recovered?

-




Goodnight Mister Tom
Michelle Magorian

Young Willie Beech is evacuated to the country
as Britain stands on the brink of WW2. A sad,
deprived child, he slowly begins to flourish
under the care of old Tom Oakley - but his new-
found happiness is shattered by a summons
from his mother back in London...This title is
winner of the Guardian Children's Fiction
Award.

Here Lies Arthur
Philip Reeve

Gwyna is just a small girl, a mouse, when she is
bound in service to Myrddin the bard - a
traveller and spinner of tales. But Myrdin
transfroms her - into a lady goddess, a boy
warrior, and a spy. Without Gwyna, Myrddin
will not be able to work the most glorious
transformation of all - and turn the leader of a
raggle-taggle war-band into King Arthur, the
greatest hero of all time.




Holes
Louis Sachar

Stanley Yelnats' family has a history of bad
luck going back generations, so he is not too
surprised when a miscarriage of justice sends
him to Camp Green Lake Juvenile Detention
Centre. Nor is he very surprised when he is told
that his daily labour at the camp is to dig a hole,
five foot wide by five foot deep, and report
anything that he finds in that hole. The warden
claims that it is character building, but this is a
lie and Stanley must dig up the truth. In this
wonderfully inventive, compelling novel that is
both serious and funny, Louis Sachar has
created a masterpiece that will leave all readers
amazed and delighted by the author's narrative
flair and brilliantly handled plot.

~ | | am David




My Swordhand is Singing
Marcus Sedgwick

In the bitter cold of an unrelenting winter
Tomas and his son, Peter, arrive in Chust and
despite the inhospitability of the villagers settle
there as woodcutters. Tomas digs a channel of

, fast-flowing waters around their hut so they

x -a have their own little island kingdom. Peter

7 e » doesn't understand why his father has done this,
‘\ ATrcus nor why his father carries a long battered box

s ——
b cCccaowilc l\’ everywhere they go, and why he is forbidden to
_= - know its contents. But when a band of gypsies
= MY SWORDHAND comes to the village Peter's drab existence is

ko SLANK "_‘\f' turned upside down. He is infatuated by the
e ' beautiful gypsy princess, Sofia, intoxicated by
their love of life and drawn into their deadly
quest. For these travellers are Vampire Slayers
and Chust is a dying community - where the
dead come back to wreak revenge on the living.
Amidst the terrifying events that follow, Peter
is stunned to see his father change from a
disillusioned man to the warrior hero he once
was. Marcus draws on his extensive research of
the vampire legend and sets his story in the
forbidding and remote landscapes of the 17th
century. Written in his usual distinctive voice,
this is also the story of a father and his son, of
loss, redemption and resolution.

e e

Noughts and Crosses
BLALK AND s .
WoNT AND wepmS Malorie Blackman

Sephy is a Cross - a member of the dark-
skinned ruling class. Callum is a nought - a
‘colourless' member of the underclass who were

G HT S L 7 once slaves to the Crosses. The two have been

- friends since early childhood. But that's as far
c R 0 S S E S as it can go. Until the first steps are taken
towards more social equality and a limited
number of Noughts are allowed into Cross
schools...Against a background of prejudice and

malorie distrust, intensely highlighted by violent
b | ac km an terrorist activity by Noughts, a romance builds
between Sephy and Callum - a romance that is

SNITIAON e to lead both of them into terrible danger...




Private Peaceful
Michael Morpurgo

: Heroism or cowardice? A stunning story of the
v, . First World War from a master storyteller. Told
i in the voice of a young soldier, the story
p FIva té' . follows 24 hours in hi_s life at the front during
fu l WW1, and captures his memories as he looks
* "W back over his life. Full of stunningly researched
= detail and engrossing atmosphere, the book
leads to a dramatic and moving conclusion.
' ~— Both a love story and a deeply moving account
sl of the horrors of the First World War, this book
will reach everyone from 9 to 90.

peace

Reavers' Ransom
Emily Diamand

Lilly Melkun is out fishing with her sea-cat
when the bloodthirsty Reavers come raiding
and steal the Prime Minister's daughter. Her
village blamed, Lilly decides to find the girl.
Off she sails in secret with a ransom - an
extraordinary talking jewel. But nothing can
prepare her for what happens next...




CueoPe . ¥ - Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry
b= Mildred D. Taylor

The Mississippi of the 1930s was a hard place
for a black child to grow up in, but still Cassie
didn't understand why farming his own land
meant so much to her father. During that year,
though, when the night riders were carrying
hatred and destruction among her people, she
learned about the great differences that divided
them, and when it was worth fighting for a
principle even if it brought even worse
hardships.

Sabriel

Sariet &

Who will guard the living when the dead arise?
Sabriel is sent as a child across the Wall to the
safety of a school in Ancelstierre. Away from
magic; away from the Dead. After receiving a

N cryptic message from her father, 18-year-old
Sabriel leaves her ordinary school and returns
Ty across the Wall into the Old Kingdom. Fraught
N ! 7 with peril and deadly trickery, her journey takes
[\ I/\‘\ her to a world filled with parasitical spirits,

Mordicants, and Shadow Hands -- for her father
is none other than The Abhorson. His task is to
lay the disturbed dead back to rest. This obliges
him -- and now Sabriel, who has taken on her
father's title and duties -- to slip over the border
into the icy river of Death, sometimes battling
the evil forces that lurk there, waiting for an
opportunity to escape into the realm of the
living. Desperate to find her father, and grimly
determined to help save the Old Kingdom from
destruction by the horrible forces of the evil
undead, Sabriel endures almost impossible
challenges whilst discovering her own
supernatural abilities -- and her destiny.




Il’l ONE BESTIRLALENG AUT

EREK LAND

Skulduggery Pleasant: Playing with Fire
| Derek Landy

Just when you think you've saved the world!
You will kill her? the Torment asked.
Skulduggery sagged. Yes. He hesitated, then
took his gun from his jacket. I'm sorry,

| Valkyrie, he said softly. Don't talk to me,
Valkyrie said. Just do what you have to do.

. Valkyrie parted her tunic, and Skulduggery
pointed the gun at the vest beneath. Please
forgive me, Skulduggery said, then aimed the
gun at the girl and pulled the trigger. With
_Serpine dead, the world is safe once more. At
least, that's what Valkyrie and Skulduggery

| think, until the notorious Baron Vengeous
makes a bloody escape from prison, and dead
bodies and vampires start showing up all over
Ireland. With Baron Vengeous after the deadly
armour of Lord Vile, and pretty much everyone
out to kill Valkyrie, the daring detective duo
face their biggest challenge yet. But what if the
greatest threat to Valkyrie is just a little closer
to home!?

Smith
Kenny McKendry, Leon Garfield

Young Smith was a pickpocket - a very
accomplished one. But one day his pick-
pocketing was to lead him into a sinister and
dangerous web of murder, intrigue and betrayal.




Stoneheart
Charlie Fletcher

Deep in the City something had been woken, so
old that people had been walking past it for
centuries without giving it a second look...'
When George breaks the dragon's head outside
the Natural History Museum he awakes an
ancient power. This prehistoric beast, sentry-
still for centuries, hunts him down with a
terrifying wrath. And this is just the
beginning...The taints and spits -- statues with
opposing natures -- are warring forces;
wreaking deadly havoc on the city landscape.
oo g iBdadbe, sl The World War One gunner offers protection of

sorts; and the wisdom of the Sphinx is
legendary. But George and his companion Edie
are trapped in a world of danger. And worse --
they are quite alone. The rest of London is
oblivious to their plight. This epic adventure
exposes forces long-layered in the fabric of
London. After entering its richly original and
breathtaking world, the city streets and skyline
will never again seem the same!

The Amazing Maurice and His Educated Rodents
Terry Pratchett

Maurice, a streetwise tomcat, has come up with
the perfect scam. Inspired by the Pied Piper
tale, cat and kid lead a band of rats from town
to town to fake invasions of vermin. The
rewards to get the rats out of town are plentiful.
It works perfectly - until their little con game is
sussed.




Priserwiness =g autnos - The Little Soldier

BERNARD ASHLEY " Bernard Ashley

When Kaninda survives a brutal attack on his
village in East Africa he joins the rebel army,
where he's trained to carry weapons, and use
them. But aid workers take him to London, to a
new family and a comprehensive school. Clan
and tribal conflicts are everywhere, and on the
streets it's estate versus estate, urban tribe
against urban tribe. All Kaninda wants it to get
back to his own war and take revenge on his
enemies. But together with Laura Rose, the
daughter of his new family, he is drawn into a
dangerous local conflict that is spiraling out of
control.

The Machine Gunners
Robert Westall

—_——

‘Some bright kid's got a gun and 2000 rounds of
NNt G“ AR live ammo. And that gun's no peashooter. It'll

' go through a brick wall at a quarter of a mile.’
Chas McGill has the second-best collection of
war souvenirs in Garmouth, and he desperately
wants it to be the best. When he stumbles
across the remains of a German bomber crashed
in the woods - its shiny, black machine-gun still
intact - he grabs his chance. Soon he's
masterminding his own war effort with
dangerous and unexpected results... ...not just
the best book so far written for children about
the Second World War, but also a metaphor for
now. - Aidan Chambers, Times Literary
Supplement .

ROBERT WESTALL




: The S bl ok s gy’ — Doy Mt The Secret Diary of Adrian Mole Aged 13 3/4
L SU Sue Townsend

At thirteen years old, Adrian Mole has more
than his fair share of problems - spots, ill-
health, parents threatening to divorce, rejection
of his poetry and much more - all recorded with
brilliant humour in his diary.

ADR

RIAN
QFLE

The Tulip Touch
Anne Fine

Nobody wants Tulip in their gang. She skives
B N off school, cheeks the teachers and makes
.(‘ \) herself unpopular with her classmates by telling
’ 3 awful lies. None of this matters to Natalie who
finds Tulip exciting. At first she doesn't care
that other people are upset and unnerved by
Tulip's bizarre games, but as the games become
ANNE FINE increasingly sinister and dangerous, Natalie
realises that Tulip is going too far, much too

far, racing, in fact, to the novel's shocking
ending.




Treasure Island
Robert Louis Stevenson, Michael Morpurgo

Yo-ho-ho, and a bottle of rum! When Jim
Hawkins discovers a map in the old sea chest he
little guesses of the danger and excitement
which lie a head. Joining the crew of the

- Hispaniola, Jim sets sail for Treasure Island in
search of Captain Flint's treasure. but with a
slippery crew, and the infamous Long John
Silver as ship's cook mutiny is in the air and Jim
must draw on all his resources to
survive...published in 1883, Treasure Island is a
swashbuckling tale, and a true children's classic.

Troy
Adele Geras

Who can resist a goddess? The most famous
= - -1 | war in history is brought to life through the
ADELE GERAS eyes of two sisters. Marpessa is gifted with

% P God-sight, Xanthe has the healing touch. But

g 6 v then Aphrodite, Goddess of Love, decides to

play with their hearts...and contrives for them to
W €AN SrUNT 4 GASeTEIaS fall in love with the same young warrior.




Watership Down
Richard Adams

Fiver could sense danger. Something terrible
was going to happen to the warren - he felt sure
of it. So did his brother Hazel, for Fiver's sixth
sense was never wrong. They had to leave
immediately, and they had to persuade the other
rabbits to join them. And so begins a long and
perilous journey of a small band of rabbits in
search of a safe home. Fiver's vision finally
leads them to Watership Down, but here they
face their most difficult challenge of
all...Published in 1972, Watership Down is an
epic journey, a stirring tale of adventure,
courage and survival against the odds.




